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Who is America’s richest man? America’s tallest mountain? Largest lake? Largest 

city? Most populous state? If you answered Elon Musk, Mount McKinley, Lake 

Superior, New York City, and California, you are part of the proof that Americans pay 

attention to big things. We live in bigger houses, eat larger meals, and work longer 

hours than almost any other people in the world. We tend to live by the maxim, “Bigger 

is better.” 

   But Jesus takes the “less is more” approach. He says: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.” Have 

you ever seen a mustard seed? It’s so small that you 

could hold thousands in your hand. Why would Jesus 

tell us this? Because it’s possible to be so focused on 

what looks big and impressive that we overlook him 

and his blessings.  

   It’s a common mistake. At first glance, there was 

nothing big or impressive about Jesus. When he came 

to establish his kingdom, he arrived as a child of a poor 

girl in a conquered country. He was not born in 

comfortable quarters. He grew up in an obscure village. 

Those  who   knew  him   from  his  years  growing  up 

wondered how the son of a carpenter could be special.  His followers were nobodies. 

He never wrote a book or held a high position. He never lived in a palace or even a 

house of his own. After a few years in the public eye, he was killed on a cross like a 

common slave. On Good Friday, he looked small and powerless.  

   When Jesus spoke about the mustard seed, he gave us a short story that speaks 

volumes for our lives. The measure of a mustard seed is not its tiny size but the huge 

plant that it grows into. In the same way, the measure of Jesus’ humble life and death 

is not how many people missed its meaning at the time but what he accomplished. By 

his perfect life and his innocent death, Jesus has freed the world from the guilt of sin. 

Countless millions who have put their trust in him have become part of his eternal 

kingdom. 

   Take heart and trust Christ’s promises about the gifts that he has given us that look 

so small and powerless.  What does Jesus promise of the word of absolution that comes 

from the lips of your pastor or another Christian?  What does Jesus promise when water 

and God’s Word are used in Holy Baptism?  What does Jesus promise when those who 

believe the words “given and poured out for you for the forgiveness eat and drink bread 

and wine?  What does Jesus promise when dad and mom talk about what they heard in 

church with their children?  What does Jesus promise when a catechumen sits down to 

study another lesson?  What does Jesus promise when his people gladly hear and learn 

his Word?    

   When Jesus rose from his humble grave to conquer death on Easter morning, he 

proved that what seems small and weak can be amazingly powerful. Soon it will be 

Easter time.  Let’s use the time leading up to that pivotal day wisely.  Let us use it to 

hear again the mystery of God’s will to save in the passion, suffering and death of his 

Son.  And let us rejoice anew in what Christ’s resurrection proclaims…he truly is the 

Son of God, your sins are forgiven, everything he did was acceptable to God, your 

death is defeated and heaven is yours. 
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M A R C H  2 0 2 4  

Jesus told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took 
and planted in his field. 

Though it is the smallest of 
all your seeds, yet when it 
grows, it is the largest of 

garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and 

perch in its branches”  
-- Matthew 13:31,32 

 



 

The season of Lent originated as a period of fasting in 

preparation for Christ’s resurrection.  It was also a period 

of intensified instruction for those preparing to be 

baptized.  This period has long been associated with 

forty days, though it was not until around 600 A.D. that 

the beginning of those forty days was set to the seventh 

Wednesday before Easter (Ash Wednesday).  Sundays 

have never been counted as part of the forty days of 

Lent.  Thus, they are labeled Sundays in Lent rather than 

Sundays of Lent. One of the church fathers referred to the 

Sundays in Lent as “inns and havens, for those to rest in 

who have taken upon them the course of fasting in this 

holy time of Lent, that they may refresh their bodies a 

little from the labors of fasting.”  While worship during 

Lent is solemn and muted, the gospel remains the central 

focus as we prepare our hearts for Easter.   

   The seasonal theme for our worship this Lent is: 

Rethinking Religion.  Everyone has assumptions about 

God. Likewise, everyone has assumptions about 

religion. Increasingly, those assumptions are negative. 

Americans are walking away from Christianity in 

breathtaking numbers. It raises the question. How do 

those people know if their assumptions about religion are 

correct? Do they really understand Christianity at all? Do 

we? Do we truly understand this religion?  In the season 

of Lent, as much as any other, Jesus teaches things that 

turns the world’s assumptions about religion completely 

upside down. We call it “Christianity.” So, in this holy 

season, let us go straight to Christ and let him replace 

assumptions with truth.  The themes for the Sundays in 

Lent in February are: 

 March 3rd – 3rd Sunday in Lent – Rethinking the Worth 

of Worship 

 March 10th – 4th Sunday in Lent – Rethinking the 

Solution to Sin 

 March 17th – 5th Sunday in Lent – Rethinking 

Commitment 

 March 24th – Palm Sunday – Rethinking Real Strength 
 

The theme of our Midweek Lenten Services this year is: 

God on Trial.  Each service begins at 7:00 p.m.  The 

weekly sub-themes are as follows: 

 March 6th – Midweek 4 – Truth 

 March 13th – Midweek 5 – Misconceptions 

 March 20th – Midweek 6 – Sympathy 
 

Soup suppers will precede the Wednesday Lenten 

services and will start at 6:00 p.m.  Please consider 

volunteer to provide for one of the meals.   

The Sunday school children will participate in the 

procession of palms as we begin Holy Week on March 

24th.  Looking ahead to the season of Easter, the children 

will sin on April 21st. 

 

Holy days have the power to alter our normal conception 

of time.  When a day is holy, the normal, relentless 

march of time slows down.  We set aside our usual 

routines to call attention to whatever event makes the 

day holy.  The world around us might not slow down in 

the slightest for the holy days of Holy Week.  The 

church, however, has every reason to do so.  Consider 

first how these days alter our normal conception of time 

in the four gospels.  In the four biographies of one man’s 

33 year life, a single week consumes nearly a third of the 

ink.  When the Spirit gets to this week in Jesus’ life, it is 

as if time slows to a crawl. 

   Holy days have the power to alter our normal 

conception of time in another important way.  They keep 

us close to certain events in a way that time cannot affect, 

no matter how many years pass.  They make the events 

that took place years ago seemingly 

contemporaneous.  Our annual commemoration of these 

holy days leads us to join the crowd of pilgrims carrying 

palms and singing “hosannas.”  We dine with the 

disciples at the heavenly meal Christ hosts and 

serves.  We stand in darkness with the centurion as we 

contemplate the horror of God’s Son being hung the 

accursed tree.   

   Just as the Passover remained part of Israel’s identity 

for centuries to come, so do the events of Holy 

Week.  We were slaves of sin, death and Satan, but the 

Lord delivered us with a mighty hand.  Before our eyes 

he did great and terrible things to our captors.  These 

aren’t just holy days.  These days are ours. 

 

 March 24th at 9:00 a.m. - The Sixth Sunday in Lent: 

Palm Sunday – Rethinking Real Strength 

 March 28th at 7:00 p.m. – Holy Thursday: Rethinking 

Our Appetites 

 March 29th at 3:00 p.m. – Good Friday: Rethinking 

Sacrifice 

 March 29th at 7:00 p.m. – Good Friday: Service of 

Seven Words from the Cross 

 
 

 



The children will participate in the procession of palms 

on Sunday, April 2nd. 
 

We will celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord in two 

Divine Services on April 9th.  They will be at 7:00 and 

9:00 a.m.  Easter breakfast will be served at 8:00 a.m.   
 

As we get closer to Easter, there will be invitations 

available for you to share with others.  They will be on 

the shelf in the Narthex. 
 

St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Big word: Indeed! Paul is 

stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection 

like a happy ending to another epic fable. The 

resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is 

not just a holiday. Easter is history. On time’s infinite 

line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that 

defines reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a 

fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, 

the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the 

Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ remained 

dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us 

all. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is 

Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” 

(1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection 

does not just change our future, but the way we look at 

life now.  

   The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, 

called the season of Easter “a joyful week of weeks”—

seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. 

In this glorious season, let us meditate upon the breath-

taking implications of the resurrection reality.   
 

While the timing of Christmas is determined by the 

movement of the sun, the date of Easter is determined by 

the phases of the moon.  In the Western church, Easter is 

celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon 

after the vernal equinox.  The day of Easter is the start of 

the season of Easter.  The six solemn weeks of Lent are 

eclipsed by seven weeks of unbridled joy.  These seven 

weeks correspond to the period of 50 days on the Jewish 

calendar between the Passover and the Feast of Weeks 

(known in Greek as Pentecost, which means 

“fifty”).  The church reserves its highest praise for the 

Easter season.  As the season reaches its close, the 

church remembers Jesus’ ascension into heaven and the 

keeping of his promise to send the Holy Spirit on the Day 

of Pentecost. 

 Easter Sunday has the place of prominence in all of the 

Sundays of the Christian Church year. 

 Scripture records that Christians continued to gather 

for worship on Sundays in remembrance of the 

Resurrection. 

 The fifty days of the Easter season make up the oldest 

season of the Christian Church year. 

 The Sundays of Easter and the Festival of Ascension 

all highlight the victory of Christ’s resurrection and the 

temporal and eternal blessings the resurrection 

imparts.  Our worship in the Easter season strives to 

rejoice in this.   

 During the Easter season, the 1st Lesson read in the 

Service is from the New Testament book of 

Acts.  These lessons highlight and proclaim the power 

of the Risen Christ. 

 The Paschal Candle has been used in the Christian 

Church since the 5th or 6th Century. 

 During the Easter season, the Paschal Candle will be 

lit for all of our services before worshippers enter the 

Sanctuary.  The Paschal Candle will remain lit until 

those worshipping leave the Sanctuary each Sunday.   

 On Ascension Day, the Paschal Candle will be 

extinguished after the Gospel.  This symbolizes and 

emphasizes the visible removal of Christ’s physical 

presence from his disciples after his ascension into 

heaven. 

 During the rest of the year, the Paschal Candle will be 

lit at baptisms and funerals.  It serves as a visual 

reminder of the close connection between Easter and 

baptism; Christ’s resurrection and our resurrection to 

life everlasting. 

 At the beginning and conclusion of our services during 

the Easter season, pastor will address the congregation 

with the words, “Christ is risen!”  The congregation 

responds, “He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!”   

 

During the season of Easter, we will use the Church’s 

traditional greeting at the beginning and close of our 

services. The pastor will say, “Christ is risen!” The 

congregation responds, “He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 

These words are sometimes called the Paschal 

Greeting.  In following this ancient custom of the church 

we share in the certainty and joy of the resurrection. 
 

Gabe Johnson and Madelyn Kannas will be confirmed 

on April 14th.  A reception in the fellowship hall will 

follow the service. 
.



We have received word that we were assigned an MLC 

student to lead our Bible and Music Academy this 

summer.  Emma Berg, from DeForest, WI will spend the 

summer at Immanuel and teach piano, beginning organ 

and voice lessons.  Plans are being made and we look 

forward to having Emma join us.  
 

One year of a three year plan to read through the Bible 

is available in the Narthex.  The schedule is worked so 

that you don't have to start with year one. The Spirit will 

bless your time in the Word! 
 

If you use Facebook, please like and share Immanuel’s 

posts when you see them so that they will be seen by more 

people. 
 

We are in need of some volunteers for the following: 

giving rides to church on Sunday, folding bulletins and 

newsletters and preparing the elements for the 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  Please consider 

helping out in this way.  The sign-up sheets are on the 

shelf in the Narthex. 
 

Please be reminded that we will hold our regularly 

scheduled services for those who are able to make it to 

church.  If conditions are poor enough, we may cancel 

Sunday School, Bible classes and other activities but we 

will always hold our services.  Check Operation 

Snowdesk for cancellations.  Please use your sound 

judgment to determine whether or not you should travel 

to and from church in hazardous conditions. 

January 14, 2024 
 

Members Present:  Rollie Nissen, Jim Buffington, Tom 

Jurgenson, Justin Kannas, Scott Clausen, Todd 

Marxhausen, Pastor Engel, Jay Remmele 
 

MMSP = Motion Made, Seconded, Passed  
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nissen at 

11:20 a.m.  Opened with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Agenda:  MMSP to accept the agenda as presented. 

Secretary’s Report: MMSP to accept the minutes from 

December 10, 2023 council meeting as amended. 
 

Reports of Officers and Standing Committees 
 

Chairman:  No report. 

Elders:   Ross met with Jo for her yearly review. Ross also 

discussed her salary and the new paid leave law. 

Trustees:   The electrician should be on site soon to 

complete the outdoor lighting projects and upgrading the 

lights upstairs to LED. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  MMSP to accept the 

Financial Secretary’s report as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  MMSP to accept the Treasurer’s 

report as presented. 

Planned Giving Committee Report: 

 MMSP to appoint Kelly Kohls to the CPGC by the 

church council. 

 CPGC has approved the request from the Evangelism 

committee for $2,500 for new resident mailings and for 

people who come to the church needing financial 

assistance. These funds would come from the Trust Fund. 

 MMSP to support the CPGC request approval for the 

Evangelism committee. 

Pastor’s Report:  Thank you to the men completing their 

terms on the council. 
 

Old Business and Action Committees 
 

AV committee:  No report. 

Lighting:  Project has been approved and contractor is 

scheduled. 

Budget Committee: Did not receive any comments from 

the congregation. 

Paid Sick Leave Act:  To be compliant we need to show 

actual sick time available on the pay stubs. Pastor does not 

receive an actual pay stub. Jo and Pastor will be provided 

appropriate documentation to show sick time. 

Nominating Committee: 

The Nominating Committee provides the following list of 

nominees: 

 Elder – Martin Fabrizius, Kent Larson 

 Treasurer – Justin Kannas 

 Trustee – Jim Buffington 
 

New Business 
 

None. 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

 January 21, 2024 following the meal, voters’ meeting 

 February 11, 2024 at 11:30 am council meeting 

 March 10, 2024 at 11:30 am council meeting 
 

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.   

Closed with the blessing. 
 

Respectfully, Jay Remmele, Recording Secretary 
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