
 

 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1816 5th Street SW, Willmar, MN 56201 

Office: (320) 235-5996 • Parsonage: (320) 235-6728 

Office Hours: 9:00am - 5:00pm, Tuesday - Thursday 

Website: www.willmarwels.net 

January 2022 Pastor Craig Engel • 320-444-7641 
 

 

Scripture Fulfilled In Your Ears 
 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to 
read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is written: 18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 20Then 
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes 
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by 
saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4:16-
21 NIVO) 

 

The articles in the newsletter this year are going to center on the Third Commandment and 
the Christian.  The Third Commandment reveals God's will about how we are to regard 
hearing, learning and meditating on God's Word. But at the outset, see how the Third 
Commandment is a necessary extension of the first two commandments. 
   The First Commandment requires that we fear, love and trust in God above all things.  It 
instructs our hearts toward God. The Second Commandment guides our lips.  It directs our 
hearts and  tongues toward  God and how  we are to  use the  name of God.   The Third Com- 
mandment builds a  protective fence around our time 
so that there is a space  to hear  God's Word.  When 
God's  Word  is heard,  hearts  are  set  free  to  fear, 
love and  trust in  God  above  all  things  and lips are 
opened and tongues  are loosed  to pray,  praise and 
give thanks to the one true God.  But again, for these 
things to take place,  God's Word must first be heard 
for faith comes only by hearing the message.   
   This brings us to the Gospel lesson you will hear on 
January 23rd,  the Third Sunday after Epiphany.  Just 
look and see where we find Jesus on this day. He is gathered for worship. Even as he is filled 
with the Spirit and full of the Spirit (see Luke 3:22; 4:1,18) he goes to church.  This was his 
weekly practice.  This was where he was to be found on the Sabbath day.  It was Jesus' 
regular pattern and practice to be where God's Word was read and preached. 
   While he was at the synagogue, Jesus practiced another of his regular customs.  He 
preached and taught.  On that day in his hometown church, Isaiah 61 was one of the 
appointed readings, a section of the Old Testament that proclaims what the Messiah would do 
when he came. Jesus opened up the scroll of the prophet and read his sermon text.  In these 
sacred and God-breathed words, we hear of the One on whom the Spirit rests, the One 
named the Anointed One.  Not only do we hear who he is, we hear what he was going to be 
going around doing when he came.  He would preach the good news of the forgiveness of 
sins.  He would announce release from the slave masters of sin, self, death and the devil.  He 
would herald a jailbreak for those who were imprisoned by their sins.  He would tell of 
miraculous sight gifted to those spiritually blind from birth.  His entire message would be a 
jubilee of forgiven spiritual debt. 
   Now that he had read the text, it was time for his sermon.  And this is quite literally what he 
preached: "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your ears." 

(Continued on next page.) 
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Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard 

through the word of Christ. 
--Romans 10:17 

 
 

http://www.willmarwels.net/


(Continued from previous page.) 
 

   As we contemplate this sacred text, perhaps we 
should ask some questions of ourselves. What does it 
say of me when I don't take the gathering around God's 
Word as seriously as Jesus himself did?  If Jesus 
showed his love and trust for God by habitually going to 
the synagogue, what does this reveal about what is in 
my heart?   No matter how often I have come to 
worship, have I gladly heard and received the good 
news preached there?  Have I always used my lips and 
tongue to regularly pray, praise and give thanks to God?  
Have I shut my ears and heart to the work of the Holy 
Spirit by refusing to regularly hear and read God's 
Word? Are there other people or things or activities that 
by my actions I show I fear, love and trust more than the 
one true God?   
   The Lord Jesus never made a single excuse for not 
loving God's Word perfectly, for not hearing regularly, 
for not learning it gladly, for not using his lips to pray, 
praise and give thanks. And hear is the good news of it 
all, he didn't do all of this for himself.  He faithfully kept 
these commandments for sinners.  He kept them for 
you.  He kept them for you and died for you even 
knowing the many ways you would sin. 
   Every time we gather Jesus' sermon is still preached 
and it is still true. "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
ears."  Good news is proclaimed to poor, miserable 
sinners.  Freedom is granted to those in the prison of 
their own sin and death.  New spiritual sight is granted.  
People are released from the sins, cares, temptations 
and trials that oppress.  The Lord's favor on his own is 
announced.  Come fasten your ears on the Anointed 
One who is still proclaiming his good news. 
 

 

 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2021 
Members Present: Todd Rollie Nissen, Jim Buffington, 

Scott Claussen, Martin Fabrizius, Ross Malkuch, Tom 

Jurgenson, Pastor Engel, Jay Remmele 
 

MMSP = Motion Made, Seconded, Passed  
 

Pastor opened with a reading from Hebrews chapter 2 

followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nissen at 

11:37 am. 
 

Agenda: MMSP to accept the agenda with three 

additions: 

1. Elders – Release Netland family from membership 

2. Elders – Accept Ron and Wendy Kluver by transfer 

3. Trustees – Snow removal contract 
 

Secretary’s Report: MMSP to accept the minutes from 

the October 10th council meeting with no corrections. 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

Chairman:  No report. 

Elders Report:  

 MMSP to transfer out Angie Heck to Petra, Sauk Rapids, 

MN 

 MMSP to release from membership: Cory, Melanie, 

Lydia, Isaac, Grant and Hazel Netland 

 MMSP to accept by transfer: Ron and Wendy Kluver 

from St. Matthews, Danube, MN 

Trustees Report:  

 MMSP to accept the bid from Bredeson’s for snow 

removal for the church parking lot and sidewalks again 

this year. The price is now $85 an hour. 

 Scott is working on getting estimates to have the parking 

lot cracks sealed so he can include it in the 2022 budget. 

Financial Secretary Report: MMSP to accept the 

Financial Secretary’s report as presented. 

Treasurer's Report: MMSP to accept the Treasurer’s 

report as presented. 

Planned Giving Committee: No report. 

Pastors Report: Has a lot of the normal activities going 

on. 
 

OLD BUSINESS AND ACTION COMMITTEES 
 

Equipping Christian Witness:  recruitment, financial 

aid and facility improvement at MLC: Mission Festival 

on February 13, 2022. 

Budget Committee:  Rollie, Scott C., Justin and Martin – 

emails have been sent to get things started. 

Called Worker Committee:  Todd and Ross will meet 

soon. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Appoint nominating committee: 

Ross Malkuch, chair; Rollie Nissen; Scott Clausen 

 Positions to fill are: Chairman, Elder and Trustee 

 The current members are still eligible for one more term. 

Appoint AV committee: 

A $5,000 gift was given to purchase AV equipment for the 

fellowship hall. 

 Judy Field has already volunteered. 

 Ross Malkuch volunteered. 

 Rollie will contact Todd Marxhausen and Kelley Kohls 

to see if they are willing to help on this committee. 

 If there are any other volunteers, have them let Rollie or 

Pastor know. 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

 December 12, 2021 11:30 a.m. council meeting.  

 January 9, 2022 at 11:30 a.m. council meeting 

 January 16, 2022 after meal at 12:15 p.m. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 
 

Closed with the Blessing. 

Respectfully, 

Jay Remmele, Recording Secretary 
 

 



Called to Eternal Glory 
In December, our Lord Jesus called 
the souls of Gloria Ferguson, Sharyn 
Anderson and Wayne Haber to himself 
in paradise.  Gloria's funeral was held 
at Immanuel on December 15th. 
 Sharyn's funeral will be at Immanuel 
on January 8th.   Wayne’s funeral was 
held in New Ulm. Thanks be to God 
for his precious gift of eternal 
salvation! 
 

Welcome to Immanuel 
In December, we accepted three new 
people into communicant membership 
at Immanuel.  Dan and Tara Timm 
transferred to Immanuel from Calvary 
in Glenwood.  Kevin Burke (Lisa's 
husband and Rollie and Glenda 
Nissen's son-in-law) became a member 
by profession of faith.  We rejoice to 
join with Dan, Tara and Kevin in our 
fellowship. 
 

Epiphany 
January 6th is the Festival of the 
Epiphany of Our Lord.  The word 
epiphany means "manifestation" or 
"visible display" and refers to the 
"revealing" of Jesus as Savior, not only 
of the Jews but of all the peoples of 
the world. The Eastern Christian 
churches celebrate Christmas when 
we celebrate Epiphany - January 6, 
the Twelfth Day of Christmas. This 
Festival of the Epiphany of Our Lord is 
the celebration of Christ our King to 
whom the Magi (the Wise Men) offered 
gifts and worshiped. The Magi were 
Gentiles (non-Jewish) who worshiped 
the King of the Jews. The Magi 
represent the end of God's separation 
of his chosen people, the Old 
Testament Israelites (Jews) from the 
Gentiles. Israel's Lord is God of all. We 
who are also Gentiles, give praise to 
the God of all, who revealed his love 
and light in the One whom the Wise 
Men worshiped.  
   In the season of the Church called 
Epiphany, we hear that salvation has 
appeared in the person of Jesus 
Christ. In Epiphany, the Church 
explores everything that Christ makes 
apparent about God. You see, we 
need God to appear to us and make 
himself known to us. For not only is 
God beyond our understanding, his 
works and his ways are contrary to 
mankind's natural assumptions about 

him. In other words, the truth about 
God cannot possibly be discovered by 
us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered 
for us. It needs to be revealed to us. 
That's what the Spirit is doing for us 
during this season of Epiphany. Week 
after week, surprising truths about 
Jesus our King and life in his kingdom 
will be uncovered. 
   The lessons for the Festival of the 
Epiphany this year are: Matthew 2:1-
12; 1 Kings 10:1-9; Acts 13:46-49; 
Psalm 72. 

 

Prayer of the Day for 
Epiphany 
Lord God, by the leading of a star you 
once made known to the nations your 
one and only Son. Guide us, also, who 
know him now by faith, to come at 
last to the perfect joy of your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

Epiphany Worship 
During the Epiphany season, our 
lessons carry forward the emphasis we 
heard in the Christmas season: Christ 
is revealed as God and Savior. Watch 
and listen, especially in each Sunday's 
appointed Gospel, how the words and 
works of Christ reveal who he is and 
what he has come to do, even as his 
glory remains hidden.  Rejoice that in 
a miracle of epic proportion, the Holy 
Spirit has opened your eyes to receive 
the One adored by the Magi, baptized 
in the Jordan, silencing the devil, 
doing everything well and revealing 
himself in glory. The themes for the 
Sundays in January are: 

 January 2nd - The Second Sunday 
after Christmas - What Child Is 

 This?  He Turns Slaves into Sons 

 January 9th - The First Sunday after 
Epiphany - Anointing Uncovered 

- What Eyes See Differs from What 
God Decrees 

 January 15th - The Second Sunday 
after Epiphany - Delight Uncovered 

- God Delivers More Than We Ask, Not 
Less 

 January 23rd - The Third Sunday 
after Epiphany - Reception 
Uncovered 

- Rejection Is Not the Exception But 
the Rule 

 January 30th - The Fourth Sunday 
after Epiphany - Agenda Uncovered - 

 What Must Be Said, Not What Asks to 
Be Heard 

 

Annual Meeting 
Our annual meeting will be held on 
Sunday, January 16th, beginning at 
12:15 a.m.  There will be a potluck 
meal before the meeting. 
 

Mission Festival 
Professor Paul Koelpin from Martin 
Luther College will be at Immanuel on 
February 20, 2022 for our mission 
festival.  He will speak about the 
Equipping Christian Witnesses 
campaign at MLC. 
 

Bible Readings for 2021 
One year of a three year plan to read 
through the Bible is available in the 
Narthex.  The schedule is worked so 
that you don't have to start with year 
one. The Spirit will bless your time in 
the Word! 
 

Volunteers 
We are in need of some volunteers for 
the following: folding bulletins and 
newsletters and preparing the 
elements for the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper.  Please consider helping 
out in this way.  The sign-up sheets are 
on the shelf in the Narthex. 
 

Daily Devotions 
On our home page (willmarwels.net), 
there is a link for daily audio 
devotions.  These devotions were 
written and prepared by a group of 
WELS pastors.  Take a listen to them 
and tell your friends about them. 
 

Winter Weather and 
Worship 
Please be reminded that we will hold 
our regularly scheduled services for 
those who are able to make it to 
church. If conditions are poor enough, 
we may cancel Sunday School, Bible 
classes and other activities but we will 
always hold our services.  Check 
Operation Snowdesk for cancellations. 
Please use your sound judgment to 
determine whether or not you should 
travel to and from church in hazardous 
conditions. 



Baptism of Our Lord 
On January 9th, we will celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord. 
God reveals his glory in Jesus' baptism and in our baptisms. 
 Because of the importance of this tremendous gift of God, 
the following from Luther's Catechisms is offered for your 
meditation. 
   37 So you see plainly that there is no work done here by us, 
but a treasure, which God gives us and faith grasps [Ephesians 
2:8-9]. It is like the benefit of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the 
cross, which is not a work, but a treasure included in the 
Word. It is offered to us and received by faith. 
Therefore, the "new spirits" violate us by shouting against us 
as though we preach against faith. For we alone insist upon it 
as being so necessary that without it nothing can be received 
or enjoyed. 
   38 So we have these three parts, which must be known 
about this Sacrament, especially that God's ordinance is to be 
held in all honor. 39 Now there is not only God's 
commandment and injunction here, but also the promise. 
Because of this, Baptism is still far more glorious than 
whatever else God has commanded and ordained. It is, in 
short, so full of consolation and grace that heaven and earth 
cannot understand it. 40 But it requires skill to believe this, 
for the treasure is not lacking, but this is lacking: people who 
grasp it and hold it firmly. 
   41 Therefore, every Christian has enough in Baptism to learn 
and to do all his life. For he has always enough to do by 
believing firmly what Baptism promises and brings: victory 
over death and the devil [Romans 6:3-6], forgiveness of sin 
[Acts 2:38], God's grace [Titus 3:5-6], the entire Christ, and 
the Holy Spirit with His gifts [1 Corinthians 6:11]. 42 In short, 
Baptism is so far beyond us that if timid nature could realize 
this, it might well doubt whether it could be true. 43 Think 
about it. Imagine there was a doctor somewhere who 
understood the art of saving people from death or, even 
though they died, could restore them quickly to life so that 
they would afterward live forever. Oh, how the world would 
pour in money like snow and rain. No one could find access to 
him because of the throng of the rich! But here in Baptism 
there is freely brought to everyone's door such a treasure and 
medicine that it utterly destroys death and preserves all 
people alive. 
   44 We must think this way about Baptism and make it 
profitable for ourselves. So when our sins and conscience 
oppress us, we strengthen ourselves and take comfort and 
say, "Nevertheless, I am baptized. And if I am baptized, it is 
promised to me that I shall be saved and have eternal life, 
both in soul and body." 45 For that is the reason why these 
two things are done in Baptism: the body-which can grasp 
nothing but the water-is sprinkled and, in addition, the Word 
is spoken for the soul to grasp. 46 Now, since both, the water 
and the Word, make one Baptism, therefore, body and soul 
must be saved and live forever [1 Corinthians 15:53]. The soul 
lives through the Word, which it believes, but the body lives 
because it is united with the soul and also holds on through 
Baptism as it is able to grasp it. We have, therefore, no 
greater jewel in body and soul. For by Baptism we are made 
holy and are saved [1 Corinthians 6:11]. No other kind of life, 
no work upon earth, can do this.  (The Large Catechism) 

 

THE INSTITUTION OF BAPTISM 
 

First: What is Baptism? 
 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by 
God's command and connected with God's Word. 
 

Which is that Word of God? 
 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "Go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!" 

 

THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM 
 

Second: What does Baptism do for us? 
 

Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and 
the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
 

What are these words and promises of God?  
 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, "Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned." 

  

THE POWER OF BAPTISM 
 

Third: How can water do such great things? 
 

It is certainly not the water that does such things, but 
God's Word which is in and with the water, and faith 
which trusts this Word used with the water. For without 
God's Word the water is just plain water and not baptism. 
But with this Word it is baptism, that is, a gracious water 
of life and a washing of rebirth by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Where is this written? 
 

St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, "God saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is 
a trustworthy saying. 

 

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM FOR OUR DAILY 
LIFE 
 

Fourth: What does baptizing with water mean? 
 

Baptism means that the old Adam in us should be drowned 
by daily contrition and repentance, and that all its evil 
deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a 
new person should daily arise to live before God in 
righteousness and purity forever. 
 

Where is this written? 
 

St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, "We were buried with 
Christ through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life." 
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