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Last week as we began the sermon, we considered the Christian Church year from the perspective of 

preparation…from the standpoint of one the functions the Christian Church year performs.  Today, as we 

begin, we want to consider the church year but this time from the perspective of why.  Why do we have it?  

Why do we follow it?   

 

There’s Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and then Lent…all leading up to Easter.  And why?  All of it is there 

because of sin.  All of it is there because of Jesus.  Actually, we can say more than that.  This gathering of 

believers, a part of the whole Christian Church on earth is here for only one reason…that God reveal your sin, 

show you your Savior and forgive your sin.  That’s what the church is all about.  Take away that single purpose 

and she ceases to be the church.  More directly…this is exactly why you are hear today as we take our first 

steps in this Lenten season.  The purpose of Lent, the reason Christ came, the work of the Church…all of it is 

only about the forgiveness of your sins.  So we see right off the bat that Lent is not made up of what you do or 

don’t do, but Lent, and the church and the church year is all about God acting, God doing, God forgiving sins. 

 

The Christian Church year is one continuous and repeating gift of God that serves us with what we need most.  

Over and over, week in and week out, year after year it reveals our sins and then points us to Jesus.  

Unfortunately, we have an inbred notion that our sins aren’t really all that serious, that they are not in fact  

deadly, deadly now and deadly for eternity.  What’s so very dangerous about that line of thinking is that if we 

think of sin but lightly nor suppose its evil great, then we don’t think we need the Church and we don’t think 

we need Jesus.  And then the focus turns from my great need to my advancement.  From my lack of anything 

good to my acts that are supposedly good.  If I lie to myself and tell myself that I’m good and fine, or at least 

compared to other people who need a lot more forgiveness than I do, then I miss what it is I need most…rescue 

and forgiveness of my sins. 

 

If we ever lose sight of what we confessed this morning, that we are by nature sinful and that by our thoughts 

and words and actions deserve both temporal and eternal punishment; if we lose sight of the truth that my sin, 

whether it is considered small or big, open or secret, drives a wedge between God and me and separates me 

from him; if we ever lose sight of the truth that my greatest need is deliverance from my sin; then we have no 

reason for the church, no reason for the church year, no reason for Lent, no reason for Easter, no reason for 

Jesus.   

 

Because you need to hear about your sin and because you need God to remove your sin, God has given you 

the Church along with her pastors.  In fact, that is why he is here today as he has promised.  To announce what 

is true about you and what is true about him.  What is true about you is that your sin has infected you with 

death.  It worms its way into the deepest reaches of your heart and body and you can’t free yourself of it.  We 

try to deny or explain it away or soften it or excuse it.  We try to ignore it by comparing ourselves to others or 

saying, “Well, at least I try my best.”  Even this is proof how deeply our sin infects and poisons us. 

 

If you need proof that you are poisoned to death with your sin, you really don’t have to look far.  I can show 

you your sin by pointing out your hurt, your anger, your fear, your doubt and your weakness.  And if that 

weren’t enough, look at your own mortality.  You are going to die.  You are going to die because death only 

comes to sinners.  You heard it on Ash Wednesday, you are dust and to dust you will return.  Something causes 

all of this pain and sorrow and hurt and loss and death and it isn’t God. Something causes all of this and you 

are powerless to do anything about it at all. 

 



And this is exactly why we need the church and the church year and Christmas and Epiphany and Lent and 

Easter.  It is because all of these are only for sinners.  It is because all of these are only about Jesus.  All of 

these are only about forgiving your sins. 

 

So listen what happens this first Sunday in Lent.  The Sundays in Lent always begin with this amazing account 

of Jesus being tempted by the devil in the wilderness.  Luke writes, “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 

from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert.”   

 

Look there in this wasteland, this wilderness, this desert.  There is the second Adam.  The One come to undo 

what Adam did.  There is the second Adam come to stand up to the temptation into which the first Adam fell.  

There’s the One come to undo what Adam’s family tree did.  Look there in the wasteland of this sinful world 

and see Jesus.  He is alone.  He is starving.  He is tempted.  He is miserable.  He is exhausted.  He is haunted 

and preyed on by the devil for 40 days.  Just look at him.  Look where he’s headed.  He’s headed to the same 

place you are.  He’s on his way to death, too. 

 

And why is here?  Why do you view him this day in the barren wilderness of this sinful world, hungry and 

miserable; weak and being tempted?  He is purely holy through and through in body and mind, in heart and 

soul.  So why do you see him suffering like this?  Because you are too.  Because you are here, too. 

 

Jesus can’t remain in brilliant heavenly glory while you suffer here.  No.  His love prompts him to action.  His 

love can’t remain still.  He must assume what he comes to redeem.  Since you have flesh and blood, so does 

he.  Since you suffer, so does he.  Since you are tempted to mistrust God, to place false trust in God, to idolatry, 

so is he.  Since you so often fall prey to the devil’s lie for glory and splendor, he must face those lies with his 

truth.  Since you are so often tempted to misuse God’s Word, to put the Lord to the test, to abandon the Word 

of the Lord for the voice of the devil or the world, Jesus must face these temptations as well.  Since you are 

condemned by your sin, so he must be condemned.  Since you die, he must die.  Since you were overcome by 

a tree, he must overcome by a tree. 

 

You want to see how God feels about you?  See Jesus.  Jesus is alone.  Jesus suffers.  Jesus starves.  Jesus 

wanders in the wilderness.  Jesus is tempted.  Jesus dies.  Why?  Why does he do this?  The church and the 

church year answer: for you.  Jesus is for you. 

 

He is here, on this wilderness of earth, for you.  Not to coach you along.  Not to give you moral support so you 

can drag yourself through.  Not to empathize with you so he can say, “This life is really hard.  I know it too.”  

Not to give you a little boost now and then. Absolutely not.  He is here to join himself to you.  To join himself 

to your flesh and blood.  To join himself to your struggles, to your fear, to your doubt.  To join himself to your 

temptation.  To join himself to your sin.  To join himself to your death. To join himself to your tomb.  He is 

here rescue you.  To deliver you from this barren, sinful wilderness.  To re-create you in his image.  To forgive 

your sins.  To conquer your death by dying and rising.  He is here for you with springs of baptismal water that 

create life in barren wilderness.  He is here for you, bringing food from heaven which is healing and 

nourishment for you in this present wilderness. 

 

Jesus is with you in this wilderness and Jesus is for you in this wilderness.  He has defeated the devil.  He has 

put your sin to death.  He has ripped death’s power away. 

 

Jesus is with you in your wilderness, in your sin, in your temptation and in your death.  And he is victorious.  

All to save you.  All to deliver you. All to rescue you.  All to forgive you.  Amen. 

 


